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Dear Parents & Carers,
We understand that the recent consultation process regarding changes to the school day from September 2025 has raised some concerns. We want to assure you that this decision was made with careful consideration and with the best interests of our pupils in mind.
The governing body of Broadfield Specialist School has thoroughly reviewed all feedback received during the consultation period, including comments from the 23 parents and carers who attended the meeting held on February 26th and the 124 of 248 questionnaire responses returned. We also received 6 written comments of concerns and support. We appreciate the time and effort you have taken to share your thoughts and concerns. Whilst concerns were raised by parents, overall feedback was positive and a belief that this would benefit the child. 
While the changes will result in a slight reduction of formal lesson time—just 3 minutes per day—we are confident that the social and emotional opportunities, as well as enrichment provisions, will continue to support our pupils' development. Additionally, after-school care options have been designed to enhance social opportunities and provide flexibility for families. The latter was an important outcome of feedback from yourself about the lack of friends and access to play and social activities when at home.
Governors agreed that there would be three options available for our pupils, as part of the first delivery year, commencing September 2025.

These are;
[bookmark: _Hlk193803349]1.	Pupils finish school at 2:30pm and transport home is provided by LCC, if this is required
2.	Pupils attend after school care from 2:30pm for one hour, free of charge to parents / carers.  Parents / Carers will collect from the school
3.	Pupils attend extended after school care from 3:30pm until 5:00pm, parents will pay for this service but this will be non-profitable.  Parents /Carers will collect from the school. 
 
If option 1, including transport if not selected from September there may be no guarantee from LCC that this could be changed during the year.
We understand that adjusting to new routines can be challenging, and we are committed to supporting you and your children through this transition. We have decided to carry out a comprehensive evaluation of the first year following the change to the school day. This is to ensure the desired impact is achieved and to make any further adjustments if required.

We believe that these changes will ultimately benefit our pupils by providing staff with more time for planning, assessment, and training, which will enhance the quality of education and support for each child.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We will be sending a further letter after Easter to confirm your choice of after-school care options.
Sincerely,


Charlotte Scheffmann
Chair of the Governing Body on behalf of the Full Governing Body
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