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Mobile Phone Policy
The Department for Education (DfE) expects schools to implement a policy whereby pupils do not have access to their mobile phone throughout the school day including during lessons, the time between lessons, breaktimes and lunchtime.
A school’s policy on prohibiting the use of mobile phones can be included within the school’s behaviour policy or be its own standalone document. The policy should be accessible, aligned with the school’s culture, consistent and straightforward to follow. Effective implementation of the policy should ensure all pupils and parents understand and meet the expectations of behaviour relating to mobile phones.
There are a number of ways in which schools can ensure that they are mobile phone-free, and it is for headteachers to decide how best to achieve this within their own unique contexts.
Students are not permitted to use mobile phones anywhere on the school site, this includes pupil’s transition from and to transport. They must be turned off and all mobile devices or any attached equipment must not be visible or audible at any time during school hours. Our reasons for this include:  
· The potential disruption caused to lessons by phones ringing or receiving texts
· The dangers of mobile phone use for bullying purposes
· The infringement of privacy caused by students taking photos of other students or staff without their permission
· The dangers associated with unmonitored access to the internet, during school time, via smart phones or devices
· Students contacting home, without the knowledge of the school regarding issues that arise during the school day
· Possibility of students sharing explicit or inappropriate images/videos.
Proposal and Implementation of the policy 
· Students can use their mobile phones whilst travelling to or from school. They can access the internet, listen to music through headphones and play games.
· ALL devices must be switched off when students enter the school property and handed in to their form tutor on arrival.  These devices must not be ‘seen’ when entering or leaving for transport.  They will be handed back at the end of the day before they leave for home.
· Students cannot use a mobile phone in an exam – even as a calculator (as per exam board regulations). Mobile phones are collected by exam invigilators prior to every public exam and are kept safely locked away until the exam finishes. Pupils must always hand their phone in during an exam or leave it at home.
· Students must not use their mobile phones whilst on a school trip. However, phones can be taken on an overnight residential and used with the permission of the trip leader.

Contact with parents/carers 
· If a student is ill, they MUST see a member of the Senior Leadership Team. The only way any arrangement with home can take place is through the school.
· Students cannot phone home from their mobile and arrange to go home. The school will allow students to use the school phone system for urgent calls home.
· Neither should parents contact students directly to arrange to pick them up. Urgent messages from home will also be passed on immediately by the school office. If at any point a student misuses their phone or refuses to follow the above rules, the member of staff will confiscate the mobile phone/electronic device.
 
The role of parents 
Parents have an important role in supporting the school’s policy on prohibiting the use of mobile phones and should be encouraged to reinforce and discuss the policy at home as appropriate, including the risks associated with mobile phone use and the benefits of a mobile free environment.   
Where parents need to contact their child during the school day, they should be directed to the school office.   
              
Failure to comply with mobile phone policy will result in. 
· A phone call home to parents/carers.   
· Immediate confiscation of mobile phone/electronic device.   
· Failure to hand in the mobile phone or device will result in the student’s mobile phone/device and student having to be collected from school by parents/carers.
· Reoccuring failure to comply with this mobile phone policy, the school will request that students leave their phones / devises at home.   
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note:  Any mobile phone or electrical device brought into school from home is done so at your own risk.  This includes phones, tablets, hand-held games consoles, music players and smart watches.  
Broadfield Specialist School does not accept any responsibility for broken or lost equipment.   
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