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During the week commencing 15th May 2017 five pupils from Broadfield 

collided with five apprentices from the North Lancashire Training Group 

for a week of fun filled adventure activities. Arriving Monday morning to 

what can only be described as a ‘hurricane’, our pupils (and staff!) were 

optimistic to what the week would bring. However, we jumped on the   

minibus and headed into the snow-capped mountains. Fearing the worst, a quick stop at 

McDonald’s wetted our appetites before arriving at the manor house of Outward Bound.  

 

Monday: Straight out into the elements we went for some team 

building activities. Climbing through ropes, balancing on beams,     

putting our trust in people we have just met didn't compare to the 

torrential rain we encountered. Into our rooms to unpack and get dry 

followed only to be told we would be doing a ‘jog and dip’ straight   

after tea. Swimming gear on, we jogged down to the Ullswater Lake 

and walked into the water, freezing is an understatement! However, 

some students enjoyed it so much they decided to jump off the    

jetty! 

 

Tuesday: After a good night’s sleep we awoke to more questionable 

weather. Fuelled and ready following a full 

breakfast we began by waterproofing up and 

climbing a wall using only other people. A     

number of students conquered their fears of 

heights at this point and we learnt the ‘roman 

handshake’ and ‘ninja stance’ to equip us for our 

gorge walking experience. A short trip on the bus 

followed by a walk up the mountain took us to our 

destination, a roaring river and waterfall.     

Wasting no time, in we jumped and begin to      

ascent this flowing water. The team work on display at this point was 

incredible with some members of the group taking a number of tumbles 

but continuing regardless. During the evening we packed for our expedition.  
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Wednesday: Expedition day had arrived and a number of sleepy and apprehensive 

students surfaced from their rooms. What was that though? Sun at last! We 

geared up and rowed across the lake to catch the Ullswater Steamer down to    

Glenridding. A HUGE trek was to follow which really put our pupils and apprentices 

to their test. After what seemed like hours of distant moaning, we arrived at our 

cabin with incredible and stunning views. We made the fire, begin to cook our   

packeted food and played a number of outside and card games into the night. Bed 

welcomed us to a slatted wooden discomfort but the snoring didn't take long! 

 

Thursday: Some would say the slower of our morning this morning with many      

suffering from a lack of usual amenities. However as we all trundled outdoors to 

brush our teeth, the low cloud and beaming sunlight lit up the mountains beautifully 

and instantly brought the pupils to attention. We packed up, said our goodbyes and 

began the trek back down to Glenridding for our picnic and boat trip. Coats were on 

for rain showers then straight back off for piercing sunlight all the way down the 

mountain as we took some shelter in a forest. Needless to say the scenery was 

something else and our inquisitive pupils asked questions all the way down. We got 

treated to a ride on the speedboat back to the Outward Bound centre and unpacked 

in rapid speed ready for a well-deserved shower and nap! Thursday night we      

practiced for our presentation, attended the tuck shop and games room and tried 

to watch a film without nodding off!  

 

Friday: We had made it! Just a formal presentation to go and we would be back 

down the motorway to our nice comfy beds. The pupils and apprentices presented 

the week to a number of guests and were congratulated by all our instructors 

throughout the week. Heartfelt goodbyes took place and a real sense of        

achievement went with us as we boarded the minibus back to Oswaldtwistle. Bets 

were taken by staff to how quickly the students would fall asleep and we were        

surprised by a new world record, three minutes!  



Our pupils exceeded themselves this week not only by going away for a week 

with some strangers from NLTG but, manners, politeness and their ability to 

overcome their fears was outstanding. As we await presentation number three 

to celebrate our achievements, it is important but also very obvious the       

impact that these weeks have for our students. Thank you to all involved and 

see you again next year at Outward Bound 2018!  

 

Mr. C. Carter 


